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Special Note:  If a friend receives a call for an interview and you do not, it is NOT appropriate for 

you, an acquaintance or a family member to contact DRCOG staff to find out why you were not 

chosen for an interview. Departments have specific recruitment processes they follow and an 

applicant might not fit their process. It does not leave a good impression if you call and 

complain to DRCOG staff about such matters. Also, if you have questions about your application, 

please contact us directly--do not have a family member call as we will not discuss your 

application or any process with anyone but the applicant. 

 

What does the test consist of?  The test is a written exam (no physical) that covers several 

critical areas that are important for firefighters. The skills and abilities that are tested can be 

located in downloaded copy of the study guide within your online application. 

 

Can I take the test at a location outside of Colorado?  Yes, tests held outside of Colorado must 

be set up for groups of two or more if possible—we prefer groups. You will need to locate a 

proctor at a community college who agrees to administer the test to you. You then need to 

send their contact information (name, school, phone number, e-mail address, etc.) to 

swalker@drcog.org and DRCOG will seek approval from our test vendor. Approval from the test 

vendor takes about 48 hours. Taking the test outside of Colorado will cost $85, but it is more 

economical than airfare.  Be aware that some proctors may charge an additional fee to test 

candidates and DRCOG is not responsible for those costs.  Always look on our web site under 

remote testing in the download section for the dates that out of state tests must be organized 

and taken by. Remember to have this approved prior to you completing your online application 

and paying the $85 fee. The fee though must be paid by the deadline date, or by the date of 

your particular test outside of Colorado, whichever comes first, and this is firm. 

 

After I fill out an application, when will I receive a confirmation notice about the time and 

location?  Notices are e-mailed to candidates (unless testing at a location outside of Colorado) 

about two days after the application deadline—please don’t look for anything sooner.  

Everyone that completes an application, a background questionnaire and pays the registration 

fee by the deadline date will be scheduled to test. If you have not received a notice via e-mail a 

couple weeks before the test, please call 303 480-6730 right away. Do not procrastinate until 

the day before the test to call because no one will be in the office to assist you. 

 

Do I need to remember the password I used when I created my online application?  Yes—you 

will need access your application to obtain your score and make updates to your file. It is your 

responsibility to keep your file current throughout the year it’s valid and you will need to use 

your password to access to your online application. 

 

What time is the test? We typically hold one test at 9 a.m. 

 



If I decide not to test, will I get my money back? No, because when you sign up, you 

automatically acquire a seat. When we reserve a facility, we pay for the seats up front. 

 

What should I wear to the test? Informal attire is appropriate —NO baseball caps. 

 

Do I have to be a U.S. citizen to be hired? An applicant must be legally entitled to work in the 

United States. 

 

If I do not have any certifications, can I still take the test? Yes, anyone can take the test, but 

some certifications are necessary to be hired. Please refer back to our web site in the box 

regarding the test date for important information about certifications required for being hired.  

You can update your application with new information anytime. 

 

Will my out of state certifications work in Colorado? To make sure, please call 303 239-4600 

regarding your firefighter certification and 303 692-2980 for your EMT/Paramedic 

certification. They have the answers! 

 

If I fly to Denver to test, which airport do I fly into? You would fly into International Airport 

(DIA), which is 36 miles from the test site. 

 

How many times a year does DRCOG offer testing? Right now, twice a year. 

 

Can I take the test more than once in the year? You can, but studies show your score may be 

lower the second time. Each time you test, that particular score will remain in the file for one 

year. For instance, if you take the test one time and get a 75, and then take it six months later 

and score 80, the 80 does not take the place of the 75. Departments will see both scores until 

one expires. 

 

What is the notarized release and waiver form that I must fill out and have notarized and 

bring with me to the test? The form gives DRCOG your permission to release information 

regarding your file to our member departments. Without the form, we cannot release 

information, so it is important that you have the form notarized by a notary (person who is 

licensed by the state to witness signatures) and bring it with you to the test. 

 

What happens after I take the test? What do I do? After you take the test and pass, your name 

is placed in an eligibility pool of candidates for one year. The departments can review your 

score and application anytime and they will be the ones to contact you for further testing as 

they have openings occur.  Remember that firefighting positions are competitive, so be patient 

if this is the career you want! 

 

How often do departments look at files? Departments have online access to the eligibility pool 

24/7. They determine which applications to view and this can be done throughout the year as 

openings occur. 

 



When will a physical test be scheduled?  Departments will contact candidates for further 

testing.  DRCOG does not administer physical tests.  Not all departments in the program use 

CPAT testing. 

 

Why is the online background questionnaire timed?  Departments want to see how you 

respond off the cuff without giving too much time to any given question. 

 

After I take the test, how am I notified about my score?  You’ll be able to find your test score 

within your online application a few days after the test.  The date you will receive it will be 

announced at the test. 

 

Will I be able to review the test to see what questions I missed?  No. CWH Research, Inc. is our 

test developer and has both a duty and right to maintain the confidentially of their test. As test 

developers, they are required to maintain the integrity and security of the test for several 

reasons. For one, their clients’ protection so the test is not invalidated and two, for the 

protection of the individual applicants who apply for the job, so the test is fair to all and no 

applicants have an advantage in the testing process. And three, for their own copyright 

protection because it is their business. 

 

Do I need to fill out a new online application each time I test?  Yes, but there is a process 

where you can create a copy of your most current application and you’ll see that when you log 

in.  

 

If I cannot attend the test, what are my options?  You can defer your fee and application to the 

next test. You must call us at least two days before the test to inform us you’d like us to do 

that, otherwise you forfeit your testing fee. 

 

What happens if I don’t show up for a schedule interview with a department?  If you schedule 

an interview and find you cannot make it, call to postpone or cancel the appointment. If you 

just don’t show up, your lack of dependability may be noted in your file. 

 

If you have other questions, send them to swalker@drcog.org 

 


